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POEMS HELP CRAFIT
CULTURAL BRIDGES

By Suzan Zawawi

The Saudi Gazerre

RIYADH

THE acclaimed poat
Nimah Nawwab continues with
her personal mission to bridge

Nawwab recenily held a
reading from her book The Unfurling
i1 the American ambassador’s resi-

iyadh.
“Wee wanl 1o follow up on what the
ident and crown prince said in
!F:uud really try to increase the
interaction between Americans and

Saudis. Ilhelhw-hmht{p
us do that understand
both 'umc;mlmu

Counselor for Public M’fursll the

s women-only aodience. Sapdi
nnd American  women mingled
befure the poetry session and then
discussed the reading aficrwards.

Some & received strong

! aled was a
fruem written about Nawwab's
daughter. The Saudi sndience also
strongly applanded l{';:hn Layers, &
poem about weaning the Abays.

Nawwab discussed matters relat-
ing to youth. women, Armbia and
change, while skilliully interweaving

related 1o the themes.

*1 wanted 1o document the ¢
that is sccruing in the country,”
the poet. “As a writer 1 hud noticed
changes tking place every five
years, then, four years ago, this
change ook place annually, and
nmudag’k'n on a manthly if not
weekly

It is
dented. We can
breath. It is 5o mpid,
aspect of our lives, mu:&lly.
socially and professionally. Imagine
it a8 a quantum leap, in the sense of o
country that was pulled straight from

and
by cah 0w

© said Maha
of the elememary
Al-Tarbiyah Al-

Nawwab book while with an American in = The Saudi Gazette
Mt owsh i chatting with an woman in Riyadh

Istamiyah girls' school who met
Mawwab at the TARA conference in
Bahrain, “Now it's time o celebrate

s
“Her are v exciting,
mﬂmmﬁ said Dr.
Kathy Knight, mdm of The
American Women of Rivadh group.
‘Julbywnmgtnﬁnﬂhhunmp-
ics about the Arab world and women,
hhrl unmnal.:.;:ljy bridges the cul-
said Knight.

l%ulmllhcdldawmhiuljub.

| am wery graieful 0 have her pres-
ence and for the women 1o be

hnmmhhﬂmtlhe
cultaral said  Mrs.  Anita
Johnson wife of the

Ambassador of the United States of
America.

“Many things we share afe won-
derful; ilnuly. children, grandpar-
ents, our faith — even though it's d&if-
ferent we are still countries of faith, |
felt she wlked about all issues and
was suceessful in brdging the gap
between cultures,” she said.

"1 have been in Saudi Arabia for
mnmhl,mlhcldunfmuwdii

wawjmmhmtl’m
|mprh|ppmm-vth:m

“&ﬂﬂmﬂdlﬂmmpﬂﬂ
ipated in the open ¥ of
ﬂru]ﬁs‘hﬂm"‘bleﬁmgﬂ: Middle
East - and Culmre™ in which
Saudi and the United Arab
Emiraies took 10 COmMEmonic
brated in the couniry.

The exhibition, which drew 4,700
mﬂ m’h
lndhdlntkahe of pho-
108 undd other exhibits sl
em and old Arabia, was beld in a
fn'l.ly furnlnhndhhmm flown in

lewnh also recenily visited Eifar
girls” college in Jeddah and discussed
poetry writing with the students,

The poet will continue her cultural

bridge building next week by visiting
Japan,




